SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
goodness must always, and quite correctly, amount to
sedition among the peoples of the Steppe.
Agricultural and urban life, on the other hand, are
equally exacting in their requirements of precisely
opposite virtues. Robbery, violence and aggressive-
ness must be taboo in any agricultural community, in
order that the fields may produce grain and the work-
shops goods. The aggressiveness of Nomadism is no
less destructive of agricultural productivity than
modern Fascist^, with its intrinsically hostile con-
ception of national glory, is a perpetual danger to
modern constructive life. Just as the great Egyptian
armies were needed to throw out the Nomadic Hyksos
and to thrust back the Syrians and Assyrians, so, in
modern Europe, the destructive, atavistic notions of
Nordic and Roman glory must be crushed by defensive
armies of workers, pledged to defend the constructive
values of science. The alternative is akin to the fate of
India during nearly two thousand years of predatory
exploitation by nomads.
India was conquered by nomads and the agricul-
turalists were never technically strong enough to
resist them. But although the Nomadic rule, first by
the semi-mythical Aryans of about the twelfth century
B.C., whose descendants were responsible for the
Rigveda of the eighth and seventh centuries B.C., and
76